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AMF.NDMEN T*S TO TTTH CLAIMS 
Claim aniendmerts and status: 



1. (Cuirently amended) A ttt-^^^"^ allnxymg a T Jnited States-taxable player to 
participate in a reduced inteiruption gaming session when a jackpot over a threshold amount is 
won, the method utilizing a tracking device having a central server, and wherein the tracking 
device is connectable to one or more gaming machines, wherein the one or more Raming 
machines are hinpo. keno ^ or slot machmes. the method comprising: 

collecting player-related information; 
storing Has player-related information; 

allowing the player to participate in a reduced interruption gaming session substantially 
Hninteirup ted; 

recording jackpot-related information in the tracking device whenever a jackpot greater 

than a threshold amount is won; 

ftnahlinp paving ^imin ps over the thre s hold amount via a hopper pay-out to the 

United States-taxable olaver immediately aft er the plaver wins credits over the threshold amount; 
pnahlin p the plaver to continue the reduced i n termption gaming session, as desiredj 
oicditinc T,in n in r . tn t h n plnri" ^""^^ '"T T^"'^ ^^H nn inc ciodito ov e^^ 

tlug; h o ld a mount, onoTirinji r^"y"^ mntinnnnriy miintnim ocooaa to all winningg ovo rfee 

throohold amount; 

da ring th o roduood intorruption gnm in g oopoion, enabhng pay out to the playor of oU 
winningQ, including oil ^nnningo ovot the throohold amount, wh e r e in tho pay out ooouro befor e a 
jaolq)ot rolatcd infomiation stat e mont ia g g n e rat e d f 

terminating the reduced intemqjtion gaming session; and 

generating a statement referencing the recorded jackpot-related infomiation and stored 
player-related information after the reduced interruption gaming session is terminated. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , fijrther comprising: 

enabling a pre-programmed gaming machine to play an uninterrupted session, even if a 
reportable jackpot is won. 
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3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein enabling a pre- 
programmed gaming machine to play an' uninterrupted session, even if a reportable jackpot is 
won, comprises; 

inserting an agent card; 

selecting uninterrupted play from a menu screen on a display; and 
inserting a player card. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , ^vheiein allowing the player to 
participate in a reduced interruption gaming session substantially uninterrupt e d, comprises: 

providing the player with physical access to a game of chance dedicated to uninterrupted 

play. 

5 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherem collecting player-related 
information further comprises: 

examining documents which quali fy as proof of the player's identity. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein collecting player-related 
information further comprises: 

obtaining tax related information about the player. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein obtaining tax related 
information about the player further comprises: 

accessing a document selected from the group consisting of the player's driver's license, 
the player's social security card, and the player's voter registration card. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the tax related information 
comprises the name, address, and tax identification number of the player- 

9. (Previously Presented) The metiiod of claim 1 , further comprising reporting 
jackpot-related information and player-related information to a taxing authority, 

4 
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1 0- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising providing the 
player with a statement referencing jackpot-related information after the player is done playing. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) An interactive network linking at least one gaming machine 
and a central control unit for allowing reduced interruption game play, wherein the gaming 
machine is a bingo, keno, or slot machine, the network comprising: 

a central storage unit in electronic communication with the central control unit, wherein 
the centra) storage unit tracks and stores player-related information adequate for comphance with 
reporting requirements of a taxing authority; 

at least one gaming machine is in communication with the central control unit, the at least 
one gaming machine is arranged to register a jackpot greater than a threshold amount is won, 
wherein the at least one gaming machine sends signals representing jackpot-related information 
to the central control unit, and the jackpot-related infoimation is adequate for compliance with 
reporting requirements of a taxing authority, 

wherein the interactive network enables paying out winnings over the threshold amount 
via a hopper nav-out to a United States-taxable player immediate lv after the plaver wins credits 
over the threshold amount: 

onabloo pay out to th e player of all winnings ovor tho threshold amount during th e 
roducod interruption gaming s e ssion^ and wh e r e ia tho pay out occurs befor e a jackpot r e lat e d 
information atatcment is gonof ated^ 

wherein the central control unit automatically returns signals to the at least one gaming 
machine when jackpot-related information is recorded; 

wherein the interactive network enables the nlaver to continue the reduced iuteouption 
gaming session, as desired: and 

a reporting unit in communication with the central control unit, wherein the reporting unit 
produces statements referencing player-related information and jackpoVrelated information, after 
the reduced intemiption gaming session is terminated. 

5 
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12. (Original) The network of claim 1 1 , wherein the central control unit is a 
computer. 

13. (Original) The network of claim 1 1, wherein the player-related information 
includes a name, an address, and a tax identification number of a player. 

14. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 1 1, wherein the reporting unit 
comprises a printer for printing jackpot-related and player-related information on a form required 
by a taxing authority for jackpots over a threshold amount. 

15. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 1 1 , wherein the at least one gaming 
machine includes a microprocessor programmed with a protocol for reduced interruption game 
play. 

1 6. (Pleviously Presented) The network of claim 1 5. further comprising: 

a networking conqjuter connected to a plurality of gaming machines and the central 
control unit, the networking computer facilitating electronic communication between the 
plurality of gaining machines and the central control unit. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 1 5, further comprising: 

a playo: card encoder, wherein each of the at least one gaming machines is in electronic 
communication with a card reader capable of reading information encoded on a player card. 

1 8. (Original) The network of claim 17, wherein the at least one gaming machine 
is in communication with a keypad. 

19. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 1 8, wherein the protocol for reduced 
intemq)tion game play is capable of being activated by an enabling event 

20. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 1 9, wherein the enabling event 
includes insertion of an agent card into the card reader, selection of reduced interruption play 
using the keypad, and insertion of a player card into the card reader. 

6 
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21. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 20. wherein the protocol for reduced 
mtermptioTi game play is deactivated by removal of the player card from the card reader. 

22. (Original) The network of claim 15, wherein physical access is limited to the 
at least one gaming machine. 

23. (Cuirently amended) A tracking device utilizing a computer program product 
comprising a computer useable medium having a protocol stored thereon, wherein said protocol 
comprises machine readable code to enable a computer network to allow for a reduced 
interruption play session on a gaming machine to which the tracking device comiects, even when 
a reportable jackpot is won. wherein the gaming mschme is a bingo keno. or slot machine, the 
machine readable code oomprio es comprising: 

code to enable a central storage computer to store player-related information; 
code to enable a gaming machine to enter a reduced interruption play session in response 
to a user input; 

code to enable a gaming machine to send signals representing jackpot-related information 
to *e central storage computer when a reportable jackpot is won; 

code to enable the central storage computer to receive and record jackpot-related 

information; 

co d e t o mnbl n jiny mit t" f"y"- ''^^ »"mwiTi[Tn nvpi- the throchold amount during th e 
iu dum d intoiTupt i on gn m inr nnmifTn. "'t"^"!" 4V,n piy mit nnmirn hofnro a iadcpot rolat a d 
infonnation gtatomcnt is goncg gted? 

code to enable paving out winnings over a threshold amount via a honoer pay-out to a 
T Tuited States-taxable nlaver immediatelv aft e r the niavsr wins credits over the threshold amount; 

code to enable a gaming machine to communicate to the central storage computer that a 
reduced interruption session has ended; 

^ ndft to enable the nlaver to contimie the reduce d interruption paming session, as desired; 

and 
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code to allow the central storage computer to generate a statement including player- 
related information and jackpot-related information after a reduced interruption session has 
ended. 

24. (Currently amended) A method of allowing a TlTiited States-taxable player to 
participate in a reduced interruption session on a gaming machine, the method utilizing a 
tracking device having a central computer and wherein the tracking device is configured to be in 
electronic communication with the gaming machine, even when a reportable jackpot is won, 
wherein the g amm ^ machiTie is a bingO - keno. or slot machine, the method comprising: 

collecting player-related information; 

storing the player-related information in an electronic medium such that it can be 
accessed by the central computer, 

allowing the player to play in a reduced intermntion session subotantiolly unintorrupt e d 

on the gaining machine; 

sending signals representing jackpot-related information Scorn the gaming machine to an 
electronic storage device when a reportable jackpot is won; 

recording the jackpot-related infonmation in an electronic medium using the tracking 
device such that the information is accessible by the central computer; 

ef editing winnings to the gaming machine and, in ro o pons e to the player winning credits 
over tho tibrcahold amount, oncuring that tho player continaouoly maintaino aoccso to all winnings 
over the thr e shold amoun t? 

dui-ing tho roducod intomiption gaming acasion, enabling pay out to tho playcMr of oil 
winningo, including all winnings over the throohold amount, wherein tho pay out occurs before a 
jaclqyot relat e d information statomont is gonoratod; 

enabling naving out winnings over a threshold amount via a h onner pav-out to the United 
States-taxable plaver immediately after t h e plaver wins credits over the threshold amount; 

enabling the nlayer to continue the reduced interru ption session, as desired; 

accessing the player-related inforaiation and jackpot-related infoimation when the player 
is done playing; and 

8 
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generating a statement xeferencing jackpot-related information 
information after the reduced interruption session is terminated, the 
complying with tax regulations. 



and player-related 
statement being in a form 



25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, further 
returning signals from the central computer to the gaming 

related infonnation has been recorded, the returned signals causing 

unlock. 



comprismg: 
macjhine after the jackpot- 
gaming machine to 



ths 



tie 



with 



26. (Currently Am^ded) The method of claim 24, wherei a 
play substantially unintorrupted in a reduced intemintion session on 
comprises: 

providing the player with a player card encoded with at least 
information; 

inserting an agent card into a card reader in communication 
entering enabling infonnation into a keypad in communicatiojji 
removing the agent card from the card reader; 
introducing the player card into the card reader; 
sending enabling information from the gaming machine to the 
receiving a return signal from the central computer confirming j 
participate in uninterrupted play; and 

beginning an uninterrupted session on the gaming machine. 



c^ne piece of player-related 



27. (Currently Amended) The method of clahn 24, 
play Bubfltontially unintcrrupt g d in a reduced interruption session on 
comprises: 

providing physical access to a gaming machine dedicated to 

play. 



EI014 



allowing the player to 
gaining machine 



the gaming machine; 
with the gaming machine; 



central computer; 
authorization to 



wherein allowing the player to 
the gaming machine further 



rsduced interruption game 
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28, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein the statement comprises 
IRS Form W2-G. 

29. (CujTendy amended) A method of allowing reduced interruption gaming, the 
method utilizing a tracking device having a central computer that is configured to be connected 
to a gaming machine, wherein the ga min g machine is a hingo. keno, j>r slot machine, the method 
comprising: 



collecting player-related infomiation adequate to satisfy the n^Ksrting requirements of a 

taxing authority; 

storing the player-related information; 

allowing a TTnited States-^taxable player to participate in a red iced interruption gaming 
session; 

receiving electronic signals representing jackpot-related infoimation from the gaming 
machine at the central computer when a jackpot greater than a threshold amount is won, the 
jackpot-related infomiation being adequate to satisfy the r^orting requirements of the taxing 
authority; 

recording the jackpot-related information when electronic signals representing the 
jackpot-related information are received from the gaming machine ai 

returning signals from the central computer to the gaming machine wdien jackpot-related 

information has been recorded; 

enabhng paving out winnings over a tbreshft ld amount via a liopper pay-out to the United 



States-taxable nlaver immediately after the nlaver win s credits over j he threshold amount; 



enabling the plaver to continue the red ii^ftH iTitemiption paming session, as desired; 



during th e reduced intomiption gaming oossion, onabling pa> 



winninga ovor tho threshold amount, whoroin tfao pay out ooouro b e f jro a jaolcpot r e lat e d 
tnformorion ntatcmert \c gonorat e d; and 

generating a statement referencing the recorded jackpot-related information and stored 
player-related information after the reduced interruption gaming session is terminated. 



10 
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30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, whereiji 
information adequate to satisfy the reporting requirements of a taxing 



coUectijig player-related 
authority further 



comprises: 

accessing a document selected from the group consisting of th|e 
the player's social security card, and the playef $ voter registration 



ic^d 



3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29> further 
reporting jackpot-related information and player-related i 



comprising: 
infontnaiion to a taxing authority. 



32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, further 
providing the player with a statement referencing jackpot-; 
player is done participating. 



compnsmg: 
relaked infonnation after the 



33 , (Previously Pr^ented) The method of claim 29, where n 
participate in a reduced interruption gaming session comprises: 

enabling a pre-programmed gaming machine to execute a 
machine in to uninterrupted mode. 



34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 33; 
programmed gaming machine to execute a protocol patting the 
unintermpted mode comprises: 

inserting an agent card; 

selecting uninterrupted play from a menu screen on a display 

inserting a player card. 



3 5 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, 
participate in a reduced interruption gaming session further comprises 

providing the player witli physical access to a game of chanc 5 
interruption play. 



player's driver*s license. 



, allowing the player to 



protocol putting the gaming 



wherefn enabling apre- 
gamiiig machine in to 



and 



wherein allowing the player to 



dedicated to reduced 
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36. (Currently amended) An interactive network linking 
and a central control unit for allowing reduced intemiptionplay, 
a bingo, keno. or slot machine, the network comprisixig: 



att least one gaming machine 
wheilein tlie gaming machine is 



a central storage unit in electronic communication with the 
the central storage unit tracks and stores player-related information 
reporting requirements of a taxing authority; 

wherein the at least one gaming machine is in communication 
unit, the at least one gaming machine is arranged to interrupt play on! 
received fiom the central control unit or an error occurs, the at least 
signals representing jackpot-related information to the central control 
jackpot is won, and the jackpot-related information is adequate for 
requirements of a taxing authority; 

wherein the interactive network enables paving out w inrtinps 



ceitral control unit, wherein 
adequate for compliance with 



with the central control 
whenever a stop signal is 
gaming machine sends 
unit whenever a reportable 
iance with reporting 



ly 



one 



co:[npl 



ahopper pay-out to a United States-taxable player immcdiatelv after fhe p laver wins credits over 
the threshold amount: 



wherein the interactive network enables the player to continue 



nlav. as desired: 



wh e rein th e intoraotivo network e nabl e s pay out to the player jf all winnings ovor - th e 
threshold amount during iho reduced int e rruptiQn gaming QCOQion, one. wher e in th e pay e at 



occurs boforo a jaolcpot r e lat e d information - statomont is gen e rated; 

wherein the central control unit automatically returns stop signals to the at least one 
gaming machine if a write error occurs when jackpot-related informalion is recorded, the 
returned stop signals causing the at least one gaming machine to internq>t play; and 

a reporting unit in commimication with the central control uni ; 
produces statements referencing player-related information and jackpot-related information, after 
tlie reduced interruption gaming session is terminated. 



37. 

computer. 



(Original) The network of claim 36, wherein tlie c 



over a threshold amount via 



the reduced interruption 



wherein the reporting urut 



entral control unit is a 
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38. (Original) The network of claim 36, wherein the player-related infonnation 
includes a name, an address, and a tax identification number of a player. 

39. (Original) The network of claim 36, wherein the reporting unit comprises a 
printer for printing jackpot-related and player-related infonnation in a form required by a taxing 
authority, 

40. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 36, wherein the at least one gaming 
machine includes a microprocessor programmed with a protocol for reduced interruption play. 

41 . (Previously Presented) The network of claim 40, further comprising: 

a networking computer connected to a plurality of gaming machines and the central 
control unit, the networking computer facilitating electronic communication between the 
plurality of gaming machines and the central control unit 

42. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 40, further comprising: 

a player card encoder, wherein each of the at least one gaming machines is in electronic 
communication with a card reader capable of reading information encoded on a player card, 

43. (Original) The network of claim 42, wherein the at least one gaming machine 
is in commxmication with a keypad. 

44. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 43, wherein the protocol for reduced 
interruption play is capable of being activated by an enabling event. 

45 . (Previously Presented) The network of claim 44, wherein the enabling event 
includes insertion of an agent card into the card reader, selection of reduced interruption play 
using the keypad, and insertion of a player card into tiie card reader. 

46. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 45 wherein the protocol for reduced 
intermption play is deactivated by removal of the player card from the card reader, 

13 
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47. (Original) The network of claim 40, wherein physical access is limited to the 
at least one gaining machine. 

48. (Deleted) 

49. (Deleted) 

50. peleted) 
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